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FOREWORD

The production process of Volume 33 of the IYIL was upset by the death of 
Francesco Francioni on 2 February 2024. Throughout his dense career, his continuous 
dedication to the IYIL stands out. He contributed to the IYIL since its very first vol-
ume with an article on criminal jurisdiction over foreign vessels in territorial waters 
(IYIL, Vol. 1, 1975, p. 27 ff.) and some twenty-five years later he was a driving force be-
hind the launch of the current second series of the IYIL. He was in fact General Editor 
from Volume 9 (1999) to Volume 24 (2014) and, until his very last day, he generously 
gave key inputs and suggestions on the contents of the IYIL, including the present 
volume. Last February, it was therefore only natural to urgently commission a mem-
oir of Francioni as the opening piece of this volume. We are deeply thankful to Tullio 
Scovazzi for having accepted and honoured the invitation to write that piece.

The substantive part of Volume 33 first features a number of articles devoted to 
a variety of international environmental and climate law issues and written by a bal-
anced mix of well-established and younger scholars. It is our hope that the reading 
of these articles will provide significant insights to the many international political 
and judicial institutions, starting from the ICJ, that are about to make and deliver key 
decisions on State obligations vis-à-vis the present planetary emergence arising from 
environmental and climate disruption. Earlier versions of the published papers were 
presented at a workshop held at the Law Department of the University of Siena on 27-
28 November 2023. I duly acknowledge the financial support of the EU to the organi-
zation of the workshop in the context of a Jean Monnet Module I have co-ordinated 
from 2020 to 2023 (project No. 619930-EPP-1-2020-1-IT-EPPJMO-MODULE).

The volume next contains four pieces reflecting on different aspects of the scien-
tific legacy of Benedetto Conforti, an unforgettable co-founder of the IYIL and giant 
of Italian international law scholarship. We are very grateful to Massimo Iovane for 
having proposed the publication of these pieces in the IYIL. They stem from presenta-
tions given in Naples on 7 June 2023 at an event organized by Federico II University 
in honour of Conforti.

In the following part of the volume, the two most significant 2023 pronounce-
ments of the Italian Constitutional Court relating to international law are analysed by 
means of three contributions. The separate and extensive coverage of Judgment No. 
159 on the Nazi Crimes Reparations Fund and Judgment No. 192 on the case of Giulio 
Regeni appeared fully warranted in view of the crucial holdings of these decisions 
and their far-reaching implications for State immunity, access to justice, the duty to 
prosecute torture offenders, and the status of international law in Italy.

The remaining part of the volume covers further aspects of the recent Italian 
practice of international law by means of scholarly analyses and comprehensive ac-
counts of relevant Italian judicial decisions and diplomatic and parliamentary activi-
ties. It also includes, as per tradition, reports and commentaries on the practice of se-
lected international judicial bodies, an Italian bibliographical index of international 
law, and book reviews.

I am deeply thankful to the many anonymous peer reviewers who have in most 
cases vastly contributed to improving the submitted articles by means of construc-
tive remarks and criticism. I am also very thankful to the colleagues and friends in the 
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Board of Editors and Editorial Committee who have variously and valuably contrib-
uted to the finalization of the volume. Pierfrancesco Rossi stands out in that respect. 
Not only did he write two thoughtful articles, he was also in charge of the “invisible” 
– yet fundamental and very time-consuming – job of copy editing the whole volume. 
For his part, Daniele Amoroso has continued to perform his key role as Associate 
Editor with relentless scholarly insights, intellectual sharpness, professionalism, 
pragmatism and optimism: a blessing for troubled general editors.

RP

IN MEMORIAM
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